Memorial Day

"this do in remembrance of me".

(Luke 22:19)

     Tomorrow, May 26, 2014 this nation will celebrate "Memorial Day", a day set aside to honor those who have given their life for this country. There is no clear record of when or where the holiday began but its focus was on those lost in the Civil War. Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on May 5, 1868 by General John Logan and was known as “Decoration Day”.  In 1971 Congress changed the official celebration to the last Monday of May.  
     It will be a great public spectacle with parades, fireworks and fanfare of all kinds. In many places preparations have been going on for sometime. On Thursday I drove through the City of Dahlonega and every 100 feet on both side of the road was a cross with an American flag on top and the name of a man and the conflict in which he died. In our local paper, last week, there was a full page announcement of the Memorial Day Ceremonies scheduled for May 26, at The Veterans War Memorial complete with fly-bys, dignitaries, National Anthem and the like, concluded with the Avenue of Flags Dedication. The closing remarks for this ad were, “As you set surrounded by the banners of our nation, flown in honor of those who fought to protect it, may it serve as an everlasting reminder of the sacrifice freedom demands”. It is certainly appropriate to show honor for those who died for our civil freedom. 
      There is, however, a far more important memorial on this day that the majority of Americans, many of whom call themselves Christians, will ignore. One instituted by our Lord to remember the one who died to free us from a far greater fate than the tyranny of man. It to was a sacrifice to the price of freedom, to set us free from the bondage of sin and death. "It was for freedom that Christ set us free". (Gal. 5: 1) 

     There will be no parade, no fanfare, only two basic staples of life eaten by those who celebrate His death. Of the unleavened bread He said, “this is my body which was given for you"
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and of the cup, "this is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you, this do in remembrance of me". (Lk. 22: 19-20) 

     When we come together as an assembly of disciples, we need to consider carefully our purpose. In (I Cor. 11: 26) when Paul begins with "For", he introduces the reason the supper is continually repeated, i.e. "to proclaim the Lord's death until he comes". The question is, however, to whom do we proclaim these things? Certainly not to the world, for if so we would do it on the street corners. Rather, it is to one another, those of "like precious faith", who believe that He died, was buried, arose, ascended to the Father and is surely coming again. It is one of those built in support mechanisms of assembly worship that help us help each other get to heaven.             

     Why would anyone choose to miss it?
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